Environmental Security and Sustainability
Costa Rica Study Program: May 21- June 3, 2006

Course Description: This course examines the major aspects and institutions involved in the global dynamics of conservation science and policy. The course will develop your potential to formulate, assess and evaluate environmental science and policy from the local to the global level as well as provide you with the knowledge of substantive environmental issues being discussed and debated today.  Students will be introduced to the practical interrelations between environment, peace and security while in Costa Rica, a developing country with a rich and diverse experience in these regards.
Week 1 Topic:  Lectures by faculty from the University of Peace will introduce the practical interrelations between the environment and peace and security. Many of the main issues pertinent to the field of Peace Studies will be discussed, including environment security issues which will receive special attention as well as demographic and land conflict issues.  Led by Professor Dr. Dave Davis
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to discuss  the various aspects of Peace Studies and distinguish these from studies of Peace Operation.  Concepts such as negative and positive peace, structural peace, civil order and social justice will be developed and explained.
2. Students will be able to discuss the role of the environment in relation to national and regional stability.  The status of resources within a conflict environment will be discussed and related to the conflict and fragile conditions of a state.

3. Students will become familiar with the roles and missions of the University for Peace in Costa Rica.
Week 2 Topic: A living case study: the tension between globalization and the environment. The theme will be an exploration of environmental science and conservation policy interactions in Costa Rica, with a particular emphasis on ecological monitoring, eco-tourism, sustainability, and what that means for the region. Participants will become immersed in an ecosystem thriving with scarlet macaws, toucans, and the flora and fauna of the rainforest canopy. Led by Professor Dr. Troy Abel
Objectives:

4. Students will be expected to deepen their knowledge of human-environment interactions in Central America.  They will study and witness the processes of globalization and consider the issue of sustainability and how countries might change how they use their natural resources, both in terms of how to create these changes and the expected results from these changes. 

5. While in the field, students will be expected to complete daily journal assignments.  These will include their observations of environmental life (like pure life) in Costa Rica as well as assigned essay questions by the interdisciplinary team of instructors.  

6. The second week will also focus on the tension between global and local environmental governance dynamics.  Participants will begin to think glocally, which is, “looking at the great global changes that are now under way in the environment, society, technology, and culture in terms of their effects on the local places in which individuals actually live and work…” (Hempel, 2000).  Many ecological issues represent third generation governance challenges of a global scale that are beyond existing policies and institutions. 

Schedule:
	DAY
	ACTIVITY
	MEALS AND SUCH

	May 21

Sunday 
	Arrival to Costa Rica: Group pick-ups at airport (check email listing) 
	Hotel Jade
Group Dinner meet in hotel lobby at 6:45pm 
Casual Dress

	May. 22 

Monday
	9:00am Review of Schedule

9:30- 10:45 Intro to Peace Studies, Prof. Victoria Fontan
11:00- 12:15 Intro to Peace Studies, Prof. Victoria Fontan
Afternoon: Sight seeing in San Jose


	Hotel Jade
8:30am Breakfast at hotel

Class at hotel 

12:15 Lunch at hotel

Dinner on your own
1:25 meet in lobby for 1:30 departure for tour

Casual Dress

	May 23 

Tuesday
	9:30- 10:45 Env. Security, Prof. Tom Deligiannis
10:45- 11:00 Coffee Break

11:00- 12:15 Env. Security, Prof. Tom Deligiannis
12:15 Lunch

1:00- 2:15 Water and
Security, Prof. Mahmoud Hamid
2:15- 2:30 Coffee Break

2:30- 3:45 Water and
Security, Prof. Mahmoud Hamid
3:45- 5:00 Tour of UP and free time

5:00- 6:30 Reception and Social with UP faculty and students
	Hotel Jade
8:00am Breakfast

8:30am departure for the University of Peace
Business Casual

	May 24 

Wednesday
	9:00- 10:15 Land, forest, conflict and security, Prof. Rolain Borel
10:15- 10:30 Break

10:30- 11:15 Land, forest, conflict and security, Prof. Rolain Borel
11:15- 12:00 Journal writing

Afternoon:  Visit with the Minister of Environment and Development, Minister Rodriguez
	Hotel Jade
8:30am Breakfast at hotel

Class at hotel 

12:00 Lunch at hotel

Dinner on your own
Meet in lobby at 12:55 for 1:00pm departure for visit and tour
Morning: Casual

Afternoon: Business Attire

	May 25

Thursday 
	Visit to Governmental Agencies and companies
	Hotel Jade
Business Attire

	May 26

Friday 
	8:30- 10:00am Wrap-up session, Prof. Rolain Borel and Prof Dave Davis
	8:00am Breakfast

Check out, bags in the lobby by 10:30. Departure for 
Hotel Punta Leona

	May 27 

Saturday
	Free Day
	Hotel Punta Leona
Breakfast included. Lunch and Dinner on your own

	May 28 

Sunday
	Free Day
	Hotel Punta Leona
Breakfast included. Lunch and Dinner on your own

	May 29 

Monday
	10-11:30am Canopy Tour

12:00pm lunch

1:00-2:15pm The Green Republic, Prof. Abel

2:15-2:30pm Break

2:30-3:45pm Macaw Conservation Efforts, LAPPA Representative

3:45 – 5:00pm Free-time (Optional Zip-line)


	8:30am Breakfast.

Check out and bags in lobby by 9:00am Departure for Villa Lapas (lunch and dinner included)
Causal 

	May 30 

Tuesday
	7:00-9:30am Carara Park Trail Tour

9:30-10:45am Carara Challenges, Visitor Center auditorium, Giovanni Soto, Public Use Coordinator

10:45-11:00am Break

11:00-12:15am Conservation Area Perspectives, Visitor Center Auditorium, Jose Padilla, Park Director

12:30-1:30pm Lunch

1:30-2:45pm Conservation Science & Policy, Biological Station, Prof. Troy Abel

2:45-3:00pm Break

3:00-4:15pm Journaling Discussion
	Villa Lapas (breakfast, lunch and dinner included)
Causal 


	May 31 

Wednesday
	7:00-9:30am Cano Negro life refuge tour
9:30-10:45am Globalization & the Environment, Prof. Troy Abel

10:45-11:00 Break

11:00-12:15pm Glocal Conservationism, Prof. Troy Abel

Free afternoon (optional tours)
	Cataratas (breakfast included)
Lunch and Dinner on your own
Causal 

	June 1 

Thursday 
	Morning: Transfer via boat and horseback from Arenal to Monteverede, Pick up hotel Cataratas at 8:30 AM, Drop off hotel El Establo in Monteverde.
Afternoon: 1:30pm – 2:45pm Monteverde History, Ecology, and Climate, Tropical Science Center

3:00pm Free afternoon (optional tours)


	El Establo (breakfast included) Lunch and Dinner on your own 
Casual

	June 2

Friday
	Wrap-up session. Departure 1:00pm
7:30-9:30am Guided Trail Tour

9:30-10:00am Break to pack and check-out

10:00-11:30am Wrap-up session Prof Troy Abel.
Depart El Establo 1:00pm.
	7:00am Breakfast included

Lunch on your own

Depart hotel at 1:00pm
Garden Court Airport hotel (check-in)
Group Farwell dinner, 7:30pm
Casual

	June 3

Saturday
	Individual Departures
	Breakfast included. Free shuttles from hotel to airport


Required Readings
Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree.
Thomas Homer-Dixon, Environment, Scarcity, and Violence (Princeton, New
Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1999).

Diamond, Jared, Collapse.  How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed.
Penguin Books, 2005.
J. Timmons Roberts and Nikki Demetria Thanos, Trouble in Paradise: Globalization and Environmental Crises in Latin America, Routledge (2003) ISBN 0415929806 

Articles  
Articles will be passed out during the trip for supplemental reading while in Costa Rica.
Optional books for our field experiences

Henderson, Carol (2002), Field Guide to the Wildlife of Costa Rica (U. of Texas Press)

Soto, Victor Esquivel (2003), The illustrated field guide to the birds of Costa Rica (or other bird guide for Costa Rica)

Assignments:
1. A short book review on either the Homer-Dixon on the Jared book. Write the review highlighting its relationship to what you think are 3 issues you plan to explore during the seminar (no longer than 1,500 words) to be submitted by hard copy upon arrival to Costa Rica on May 21st. Note: This is a book review and not a book report. 25%
2. You need to have read all four books before arriving to Costa Rica. A series of essay questions will be given to you each day you have class on the lecture topics. You will answer these daily questions based on the lectures and required readings.  You will write these assignments and also keep a journal while we are in country.  Professor Able will help guide you through the assignments. The journal will be turned in before departing Costa Rica. 60%
3. Class participation. 15%
