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Overview: 

India is the world's largest democracy and one of the world's most populous and culturally diverse countries. It is has a rapidly developing economy, with a bourgeoning software industry and high-technology sector. India's growing middle class is increasingly affluent and well-off. Nevertheless India faces huge challenges, notably mass poverty (especially in the countryside), explosive population growth, and regional insecurity. This course will acquaint students with the political, social, and economic forces shaping India today. The course will focus on political developments, economic modernization and reform, social issues, and security concerns. Unlike a conventional course taken in the classroom, this course will expose students to the sights, smells, and sounds of India itself. Students will hear presentations by leading Indian academics and experts, and visit universities, think tanks, enterprises, and cultural landmarks. The course will be an intense learning experience, with constant interaction among the students, GMU course director, resident Indian course director, and course lecturers and other participants.

Key Topics:

Politics and government: the constitution; political parties; caste and politics; system of government; legislative process, religion and society: the importance of religion; caste and society; minorities and women  the economy: the role of the state; the impact of globalization; foreign direct investment; trade in goods and services; entrepreneurship; management; research and development; the tourism sector  education: educating the masses, educating the elite, education and economic development

the environment: fueling economic growth; urban sprawl  transport and communications: improving transportation and communications networks security: the regional context (China and Pakistan); the conflict over Kashmir; global and regional terrorism; India's nuclear capability

Required Readings (pre-departure):

Shashi Taroor, India: From Midnight to Millennium,

Sunil Khilnani, The Idea of India

Gurcharan Das, India Unbound and The Elephant Paradigm? 

Stephen P. Cohen, India: Emerging Power
A.P.J. Kalam, India 2020
Nicki Grihault, India: A Quick Guide to Customs and Etiquette. 

Barbara D. Metcalf, Thomas R. Metcalf, A Concise History of India.

(These books are available in most good bookstores and through on-line vendors).

Papers:

Economic Reforms in India
http://www.kc.frb.org/publicat/sympos/2006/PDF/Srinivasan.paper.0824.pdf - search=%22srinivasan%20jackson%20hole%22
The following three report by Deutsche Bank on the Indian economy:

http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000194311.pdf;jsessionid=10e%3A451b024a%3A5ece67c3347cb6c1
http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000192125.pdf;jsessionid=10e%3A451b024a%3A5ece67c3347cb6c1
http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000187531.pdf

http://scid.stanford.edu/events/India2004/Krueger%20keynote%20speech.pdf#search=%22stanford%20india%22
Academic papers on Trade and Investment:

http://scid.stanford.edu/events/PanAsia/Papers/Panagariya.pdf
On Financial sector

http://scid.stanford.edu/events/PanAsia/Papers/Mohan.pdf
On Federalism

http://scid.stanford.edu/events/PanAsia/Papers/Singh-Srinivasan.pdf
On Services Growth

http://scid.stanford.edu/pdf/SCID290.pdf
On Civil service reforms:

http://www.columbia.edu/~ap2231/Policy%20Papers/Yojna-Civil%20service_Panagariya_Final.pdf
On a general overview (based on a conference on China and India):

http://www.freewebs.com/rrajan01/kelly-rajan.pdf
Articles:

In India, 'next great' industrial story
By Anand Giridharadas International Herald Tribune http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/04/16/yourmoney/make.php 

Articles on India by Gurcharan Das, Ganguly, Raja Mohan and Ashton-Carter in Foreign Affairs (July/August 2006):

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20060701faessay85401/gurcharan-das/the-india-model.html
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20060701faessay85402/c-raja-mohan/india-and-the-balance-of-power.html
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20060701faessay85403/ashton-b-carter/america-s-new-strategic-partner.html
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20060701faessay85404/sumit-ganguly/will-kashmir-stop-india-s-rise.html
Assessment:

Students will be graded as follows:

Class participation (attentiveness, questions, discussion of obligatory readings): 15%

Book review (2,500 words maximum): 15%

A short essay, "Impressions of India" (2,500 words maximum): 20%

A research paper on a topic chosen with the approval of the GMU class director (7,500 words maximum): 50% 

The deadline for the impressions essay is January 21; the deadline for the paper is February 11, 2007.

Sample paper topics:

India as a strategic partner for the US.

India: Global or Regional power?

Prospects for the Indian economy.

Indian growth strategy.  

Why does poverty still persist in India?

Secularism in India today.

How far can (or should) India liberalize its economy?

Prospects for foreign direct investment in India.

The future of democracy in India.

Role of Demographics in Indian development.

Outsourcing to India.

Services versus Manufacturing development in India.

Urban-Rural divide.

The state and future of Indian mega cities.
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