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Center Theme


The theme of the Center for Transportation and Economic Development is the interrelationship between surface transportation systems and economic development.  This interrelationship includes the financing of transportation, the impact of transportation on patterns of land development, and the contribution which entrepreneurial innovation can make to the transport sector.

Management Structure and Key Staff


The Center is limited to a single university, so its management structure is fairly simple.  An Advisory Board, whose members are listed below, gives overall guidance to the Center.  The Director of the Center is Dr. Roger Stough,  Associate Dean of the School of Public Policy.  The Center Manager is Dr. Brien Benson, who manages all sponsored research in transportation at the School of Public Policy.  Administrative support is provided by Ms. Donna Sherrard.
Education Programs


Inasmuch as the Center is a follow-on to a University Transportation Center funded under TEA-21, the ITS Implementation Research Center, the Transportation and Economic Development Center will continue to house and sponsor a Master’s degree established by the predecessor center, a Master’s degree in Transportation Policy, Operations and Logistics.  A full report on the Master’s program is included in the recently submitted annual report of the ITS Center.  For the sake of completeness, the same material is presented below.

The Master’s in Transportation Policy, Operations and Logistics (TPOL) program, established in fall 2000 at George Mason University, has now graduated 100 students, and has 70 enrolled.  A significant change in curriculum was accomplished during the reporting period, with the addition of three ‘cross-cutting’ requirements (courses required of all Master’s degrees offered by the School of Public Policy) -- Governmental Processes, Technology and Society, and Quantitative Methods.   These additions deepen the curriculum and also integrated the Transportation Master’s degree more fully into the overall instructional program of the School of Public Policy.

 During the reporting period an independent market consulting group, Worth and Associates, completed a major market analysis of most likely sources of increased enrollment in the Transportation Masters’ degree program, considered federal, state and local agencies, consulting firms, trade associations, and other industry sources.  The study recommended a twelve-point program of immediate steps, plus a five-year plan for enrollment growth.  All recommendations have been accepted and are underway.

Research Programs


All of the first year of the Center’s operations was devoted to developing and refining the strategic plan required by RITA.  Our strategic plan took the unusual step of including a fully developed tentative research strategy, with the proviso that this would be submitted to our Advisory Board for review.  The tentative research strategy had three general areas of activity: transportation finance, transportation and land use, and innovation and entrepreneurship in transportation.  

While the inaugural meeting of the Advisory Board occurred on Sept. 5, 2007, which is outside the reporting period for this annual report, we think it is useful to include in this report the reactions of the Board to the tentative research strategy, as these reactions will determine our refinement of the plan.  The following record of the Board’s comments is taken from the minutes of the Board meeting:

In general, the Board expressed the sense that the Center needs to clarify the overall objective of its studies -- for example, to support decision-makers; to educate the public; to work on long-term, over-the-horizon issues -- and should also clarify to what extent it wishes to work at the national level, the Commonwealth level, and the regional level.

The Board agreed on the importance of studies of transportation finance, but cautioned that there is already an immense amount of work in this field, and observed that the Center will need to think carefully about how it can make a unique contribution to this field.  While supporting work on innovative finance, the Board urged that Center studies consider the larger context of how transportation is financed.

Several Board members expressed interest in tolling issues.  One cautioned against “cash-cowification” of tolling.  Another noted that congestion pricing, if implemented broadly, could produce large amount of revenue, the distribution of which will be a significant political issue warranting study. 

The Board agreed on the importance of the interrelationship between transportation and land use patterns, but suggested a different approach from that in the “Tentative Research Strategy.”  One Board member noted the development of the “mega-region”, for which appropriate governance mechanisms do not yet exist.  Another pointed to the increasingly important phenomenon of long-distance commuting by skilled workers to major employment centers.  Another observed the growing similarities between transportation problems in today’s edge city with those of yesterday’s central business district.  And at least one Board member expressed strong interest in a study of Tysons Corner.  

The Board endorsed the general research topic of entrepreneurship and innovation, while suggesting a focus on how government agencies can do more to recruit, encourage and protect staff with an entrepreneurial attitude.  The Board also noted the value of public-private partnerships in promoting entrepreneurial ventures.

The Board generally agreed on the value of cost-effectiveness studies, including the development of performance measures.  Some Board members supported studies demonstrating the benefits of select transportation projects and systems.  

Some Board members suggested the value of studies in the policy-making process, in particular, the appropriate role for public input.

The Board generally agreed on the value of comparative studies -- comparing approaches in different states and in different countries, and seeing what lessons could be learned from sectors other than transportation.  

One Board member observed that global climate change impact studies are a growing field, and suggested the Center consider work in this area.

The Center staff is now refining its research strategy for presentation to the Board.

Technology Transfer Programs


As explained, the first year of the Center was devoted to reaching agreement with RITA on a strategic plan.  No individual projects have been started, so there has been no opportunity for technology transfer.  Of course, the Master’s program in Transportation Policy, Operations and Logistics, discussed above in the section on education, is a form of technology transfer.
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